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LIFELINE WA — GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.13 pm]: Earlier this week I had the pleasure of 
announcing a one-off $250 000 grant to Lifeline WA. This grant will support Lifeline’s vital telephone 
counselling service through the 13 11 14 crisis line. The service is available throughout Western Australia from 
the Kimberley in the north to the southernmost tip and, importantly, at this challenging time for farmers, the 
Wheatbelt in the centre. This telephone counselling service plays a vital role in assisting people with a range of 
issues, including anxiety, depression, loneliness, abuse or trauma, as well as dealing with issues around suicide. 
The grant has been provided by the Mental Health Commission and marks the first time that state government 
funding has been extended to Lifeline WA. This clearly reflects the priority that the Liberal–National 
government places on mental health. 

Throughout Australia there is a new call to Lifeline every minute from people who are seeking help. As a former 
general practitioner, I have recommended Lifeline to many people. It is a relief for them to know there is 
someone they can talk to 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

I also had the pleasure of visiting the Perth office of Lifeline WA this week and met many of the wonderful and 
dedicated staff and volunteers to hear firsthand of their important work. Lifeline’s motto is that everyone 
deserves to be heard, understood and cared for. I am very proud to be a part of the first Western Australian 
government to have heard, understood and duly cared for this vital community service. My office and our nation-
leading Mental Health Commission will continue to work with Lifeline WA to ensure its essential work will 
carry on into the future. 
 


